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_— 


"Have been telling you the Growth and 
. & Encreaſe of our Eft nd Company's 
AL. Trade, as to the Flux of Silks, Cabi- 
ces, c. and ſuch other Goods as interfer'd 
with our own ManufaQtures ; 1 come now 


to ſhew 44 -leaft in « View, how far 
this Trade did r 1 with and pre- 
judice our ManufaQures, how far it Ruin'd 


our Poor, or Depopulated our Country. 
And Firft, let us examine, how it far d 

with our Populous — Towns, 

where before this, our Poor were ſubſiſted, 


maintain'd, and employ'd by Trade, and par- 
ticulafly by che Weaving of Si N, Stuffs, c. 
To begin with the City of Carter des, 


where the ManufaQures of Silk haviog been 
for many Years Planted, and the numbers 
of Foreigners that ſettled there very great; 
the Employment of the Poor upon the Silk 


was exceedingly encreaſed ; near 2 10c0 
Looms have been thought, generally ſpeak- 
ing, to have been employ'd there, and a 
zPortion'd number of Families muſt ofCon-» 
equence have their Bread from that Trade 
and how did this City feel the EffcR of the 
Encreaſe of Ef- India Goods? Juſt as the 
Eucreaſe of one part appear'd, the Decreaſe 
of the other Part was as Viſible 4 ia the ſe- 
veral Years of the growth of the Fat. Indi. 
Trade, from 1590, to 1700 or thereabouts, 
this City Laoguiſh d, the number of Maſters 
Decreaſed; they were either Dead, and none 
ſet up in their Rooms, or Broke, and vther- 
wiſe teduc d, or left off, nothing being to 
be gotten by-the Trade, till the number of 
were reduc'd under 30, and not 
without probability of the Trade beirg 


wholly loft to that Place, and if the un- 


ext ded 


Numb. 154 


2 — ͤ 
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expeſted improvement of Planting Hops, 
had not help'd the Poor to ſubſiſt, that Ci- 
ty ad her n ia a fair way of being reckon'd 
am 24 ver of the forſaken declining Towns 
in E-:gland, like Sandwich, or VVincbelſea, 
u hich cathe.r live to ſhow the Ruines 

good Towns, than to be called Seats of Trade. 

From hence let us go to Norwich,and Nor- 
folk ; the City of Norwich indeed ſupported 
her ſelf under the Loſs better than other 
Piaces, by its having a great Foreign and 
Country Trade: But let any Man, who knew 
that City about 25 Years before, com pare its 
Condition to what it was reduc'd to in the 
Year 1699, and the vifible Decay was not 
to be ccnce d. The Maſters gone to London, 
the Workmeg into the Army, and Navyand 
in ſeveral of the great Towns of Norfolk, 
where they drove formerly a great part of 
the Trade, the Manufatures ſeem'd quite 
left and forgotten. 

But to come nearer home, Spinzle- Fields, 
in which the number of * _ Rn 
Dependences gre a Prodigy, and will hardly 
— Chicutation — What Miſeries, what 


Defirufion did this ſurprifing Growth of 


the Eafi{- India Goods make there? The diſ- 
contented melancholy Prople bore their 


Ruin with the laſt degree of Vagience ; 


the poor Workmen deftitute and abandon'd, 
(catter'd themſelves into all manner of Em- 
ployments, ſuch as Coal-Heaving, Porte- 
ring, Fruit and Fiſh-cryiog 3 (ome to the 
Arme, others the Fleet, abundance to 
meer Rigging and Starving, and perhaps 
not a few to Rak'ng, Thieving,. and other 
Evil Courſes; in ſhort, all ſorts of Miſery 
abov:»ded among them, and it is impoeſſible 
to de ic ide it. 

To look at the Streets, how thin of In- 
habitants, the Houſes falling down, and 
withcuc T-nant:; the Loums flanding Rin 
with u: Werkmen, or ſold for Bread; the 
Maſters without Journymen, the Jourvy- 
men without Work, and their Families 
without Bread; chat this was the Caſe of 
<r#it]e-Fields | have but too many Wit- 
delles to vouch tor; Houſes in Spitsle- Fields 
od vicid no Rent, aad jn many Places 
the: Rent weuld not repair them, and in 
athet Places whote Ruus might have been 
uarchaicd for ihe ſecuring the Ground- 


Rents, and by my Computation, near 20000 
People of all forts in' this one Part were 
thrown out of their Employmeat, and 
ſcatter'd Abroad to ſcek Bread. 

And let do Man wonder ven I tan of 
the Deſolation. chis endtreaſe of the E:17?- 
India Goods made id Spirtle- Fields, or en- 
quire for Rraſons to prove what was the 
Cauſe of it; ſince tis avpatent. the Goods 
brought from Iudia interfer'd wich, and 
conſequently ſuppiacted almofteverꝝy thir 
whether Woolen ©: Siik, which tnat van 
of People were generally employ'd in. 

Then let them conlider, chat not only 
the Humour of the Time gun againſt the 
wearing our own Produce, but the ſeveral 
Goods brought from India are made five 
Parts in fix under our Price, and being 
Imported and Sold at an extravagant Ad- 
vantage, were yet capable of underſelling 
the cheapeſt thing we could ſet about. 

Let them then covlider, that very near 
300000 People are employ d ip: gbe ſeveral 
Parts of 11 22 Goods 
uh the in and Thus 
incerfer'd with q and it will no more appear 
ſtrange, that ſo general a Decay upon our 
ManufaQures began to be very ſenſible to 
us, aud th& Clamours of the Poor 
began to affect us in more ReſpeRs than ene. 

I confeſe, it might be a uſeful piece of 
Policy to repeal this Act, and reftore I 
to its. former Decay, in ordert to a me 
certain, ſpeedy, and eſfectual way of begt- 
— the French, viz. to take care the Poo- 
ple may be made poor, that they. may be 
the eaſier perſwaded to flic anto the Ar- 
wies, and.ſo the. Nat ions netd:not be at fo 
great an Expeace fr recruiting - our | Fogs 
ces j mis woyld indeed. be aigand Expe- 
riment, and I believe. would ' effeflually 
do it— And has of a long time been pra- 
Qiſcd in France, | 

But as I cannot recommend it. to our Go. 
vernment to try, ſo I think it much bec- 
tet re ee ſMuld 
be made. able to pay towards the man- 
taining an Army with their Meney, than 
fill it up with their Bodies 3 that they 
ſhuuld ſcod rather than go, and thoſe that 
do go, ſbvuld rather go for want of Di 
cretion than want of Bread. 
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A poor Nation may Fight, but they can- 
got make War, for if we ate once impo- 
yerifh'd, we may find Armies indeed, but 
without Mone chey wil! make but a Scanda» 
lous Figute in the Field. 

proceed ro f:ither in this Mclaochely 
Affair, becauſe I' leave it for auy Man to 
contraditt ch: d1atiec of Fact, it h- can, and 
am pe rſu aded la within Cumpaſs ia it all. 

It remains to (how, by ſome Calculati- 


ons, of what Conlequence tbis part of 
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our Trade is, then to prove, that the En 
ctoachment of the Eaft-Miiz Goods, » 25 
the true and only occauen of it, which | 
ſhatl make paſt Queſtion, by ches ing, 
that the check put to that Bacroachment by 
the Prohibition, - has effeQually reftored 

Trade and Towns in all theſe Parti- 
culars to their former 'Condition, and ra- 
ther to a better ; and thus, I hope, | (h.l) 
convisce all Mankind of dhe Bercfit, and 
abſolute Ne ceſſity of the Frobibition. 


— ends 


ADVERTISEMENT to the Author of the 


WeEexLY ComevDy. 


His Author having not only offer'd a 
Riddie to the World, but an extra- 
ordinary Prize tothe Solution, to be paid ia 
Books, (ome of which being very Valluable 
for their Antiquity, and the Author of this, 
prefeſſing his Library Deficient in theſe 
Tratts, whieh it ſeems the Comedian is well 
Rock'd with ; particularly the Famous 
THOMAS THUMB, is Felis with An- 
norations, with Ja r and the Gyent, the 
King and the Coiler ; but abure all, the 


ſpeR for the Author, and that we under- 
fiand how to Value the Bogks he offers, we 
have produc'd an Eſſay upon bif Riddle, 
confeſhag, that nobody elſe attempriog it, 
tis a gn the World, unhappy Ignorance '! 
bes but a mean Opinion of the Prize : Since 
not a School Boy of 10 Years old could have 
milked it. . 

I ask his Pardon for Re-printing his Rid- 
dle, becauſe perhaps! the. World are not 
all ſo happy as to ſer his Paper, and ſome 


Renown d BJ.LLI of ELLLERLCAT,..tbat do. ice it, aro- at o v to think ic 


Books, ew but uur Learned Comedian 
know the Value of — Now to ſhowur re- 


werth Reading. 


.F-Fleſh and Blood Ta, both born and bred, 
So Liv'd till Cruel Fate cat off my Head: 
And now, alas it is my hard miſhap 
Of Fleſh. and Bluod to bade no Ferm or Shape”; 
Bur yet more Beautiful I lee and Gay 
Than when 1 ſported in my Native Clay * 
By Death I gain d a happy Liberty, 
And by my Bondage now I'm made more. Free: 
Like Proteus I am found in ev'ry Shape., | oy 
To Pleaſe each Men of Senſe and ev'ry, Ape: 
F.run, yet have no Legs 10 ſtand or go, 
And ten Fly whether 1 wilt or no. 
Tm reckon'd Handſoin withour Head or Eyes; 


Ne in my. Net I oft incloſe the Wiſe ;,. 


